
Take 
Back 
The 
Tap
 At Cornell

Campus Activities
You can find us all over campus.  Whether 
we’re tabling for Campus Sustainability Day  
and Earth Day, running Tap Water Challenges 
or putting on campus events, we’re doing 
whatever we can to get the word out and get 
your support!

Want to get involved?
E-mail us at TakeBackTheTap@gmail.com 

Come to a Sustainability Hub or SNRC 
meeting to get updates on our progress.  
Sustainability Hub meetings - Mondays @ 
5:30 PM in 183 Rockefeller.  
SNRC meetings - Thursdays @ 7:00 PM in 
B15 Rockefeller.  

Goals
Educate Cornell community about 
environmental, social and political issues 
surrounding the commodification of water, 
privatization of water and the global water 
crisis.

Communicate the support of students, 
faculty, staff and campus organizations to the 
administration.

Create viable and improved alternatives to 
bottled water, such as increasing access to 
filtered water and bottle filling stations on 
campus and selling refillable bottles at more 
locations.

Incorporate our goals of reducing 
bottled water consumption on campus into 
the President’s Climate Committment

Eliminate bottled water from Cornell’s 
campus.

Bottled Water vs. Tap Water
Tap water is tested more rigorously and more 
frequently than bottled water.

Tap water is controlled by the EPA.  Bottled 
water is controlled by the FDA.

Most bottled water is tap water, yet it can be 
up to 10,000 times more expensive.

Americans have access to clean municipal 
water supply at the turn of a knob, yet ignore 
this incredible luxury to pay for the same 
thing in a bottle.  Meanwhile, over 1 billion 
people worldwide lack access to clean 
drinking water.

Please recycle.

“Take Back The Tap” is a joint initiative of the 
Sustainability Hub and the Society for Natural 
Resources Conservation (SNRC).



The "Take Back the Tap" Campaign 
recognizes that the access to clean water is 
a fundamental human right and that water 
is vital natural resource which should not 
be commodified and sold for exorbitant 
profits.  As such, we are committed to 
illuminating the fallacies of bottled water's 
superior quality over tap water and to 
highlighting the environmental implications 
associated with the reliance upon 
petroleum-based products, the fossil fuels 
needed to transport water, the 
inefficiencies of recycling, and overall, the 
systemic problem of a cradle-to-grave 
mentality. 

"Take Back the Tap" is also committed to 
illuminating the challenges that the bottled 
water industry poses for sustainability in 
terms of the environmental implications of 
pumping groundwater beyond a 
sustainable rate. 

Moreover, we are opposed to the 
subsequent erosion in citizens' faith in 
municipal water supplies that results from 
the reliance upon bottled water.  

Therefore, we are focused on continuing 
dialogue to reconsider the sale of bottled 
water at Cornell, as a part of the university's 
commitment to sustainability and climate 
justice.  In addition, we support the 
increased availability of tap water on 
campus, and ultimately, call for a ban in the 
sale of bottled water at Cornell University.

Our Mission Ithaca’s Tap Water
All City tap water (including 
Collegetown) comes from the 6 Mile 
Creek watershed, which covers an area 
of approximately 46 square miles and 
encompasses the towns of Caroline and 
Dryden, as well as Ithaca.  The City of 
Ithaca works with other municipalities to 
manage the watershed, including 
stabilization of stream banks, riparian 
forest development, and community 
awareness of local water supplies.

Water for Cornell’s campus (as well as 
the Forest Home and Cornell Heights 
communities) comes from Fall Creek 
watershed, a 125 square mile system 
that originates in Lake Como to the 
northeast, and is sourced from Fall 
Creek near the Cornell Plantations 
Arboretum.

Bottled Water: FUNDAMENTALLY UNSUSTAINABLE

Water Treatment Processes:
To ensure that your tap water is safe to drink, 
the City of Ithaca uses a six-step 
conventional treatment process that 
includes:
    Pre-treatment
    Mixing
    Coagulation & 
      Flocculation
    Sedimentation
    Filtration
   Post Treatment

Source: Drinking Water Quality Report 2009.  
More information about Ithaca’s drinking water available  on 
these sites:
http://www.utilities.cornell.edu/utl_potable.html
http://www.cayugawatershed.org
http://www.cityofithaca.org

Making bottles to meet Americans’ demand 
for bottled water requires more than 1.5 
million barrels of oil annually, enough to fuel 
some 100,000 U.S. cars for a year.  EPI

The cost per person per year for having 10 
liters of safe drinking water every day is just 
$2 USD. Lawrence Berkeley Natal Laboratory

The water and sanitation crisis claims more 
lives through disease than any war claims 
through guns. Water Partners Intel

If the water we use at home cost what even 
cheap bottled water costs, our monthly 
water bills would run $9,000. Fast Company

Worldwide some 2.7 million tons of plastic 
are used to bottle water each year.  EPI

About 86% of plastic water bottles in 
the U.S. don’t get recycled. CRI

Plastic debris in the environment can take 
between 400 and 1,000 years to degrade. 
National Geographic

An estimated $100 billion is spent each 
year on bottled water. Only $30 Billion is 
required to achieve the UN Millennium 
Development Goal of halving the 
proportion of people lacking sustainable 
access to safe drinking water by 2015. Earth 
Policy Institute

Ithaca’s water treatment 
plant locations and 

areas served >


