
Plastic doesn’t grow on trees... but 
from the way we rely on and exploit this petroleum-based product, you’d 
think it does.  Rather, plastic products, such as bottled water, result from a 
chain of events harming the environment and the earth’s inhabitants along 
each step of the way, through the end of its life.
Out of sight, out of mind... so you finish your bottle of water and 
dispose of it.  Then it sits in a landfill where it takes up to 4,000 years to 
degrade, leeching chemicals into the soil and groundwater.  But maybe you 
recycled it instead.  Unfortunately, over 80% of plastic bottles never get 
recycled.  And new bottles aren’t simply made out of the recycled ones 
(which are usually downcycled into lesser quality products such as carpet and 
fleece).  This doesn’t mean you shouldn’t recycle it, but you should consider 
the consequences before your purchase- a bottle a day doesn’t seem so 
bad, but it adds up.  Over 30 billion bottles of water are consumed every 
year.  With plastic piling up in our landfills at astounding rates, our natural 
landscape is fast turning into an environment of plastic.



Right now, 1.7 billion people lack access to clean water, and 
2.3 billion contract water-borne illnesses every year

What is causing a shortage of clean water?
Depletion and Contamination of Global Water Resources
Water-intensive agriculture, population growth, pollution, and rapid global 
development have greatly tested the world’s freshwater resources, and with two-
thirds of the world expected to run short of fresh drinking water by 2025, water 
is becoming the “oil of the 21st century”.  Due to this scarcity, transnational 
corporations have converted water, a fundamental human need, into a market 
commodity, restricting citizens’ access to increase their own profits.

Privatization of Water Violates the Human Right to Water
Increasing privatization of water resources in developing countries has made 
clean water unaffordable for poor populations.  In developing countries, there is 
a trend towards privatization of water resources by transnational corporations.  
This transition has been encouraged by foreign governments and international 
financial institutions that provide loans to developing nations as a more efficient 
method of managing water systems.  However, in examples from around the world, 
privatization has in fact resulted in decreased system efficiency and increased prices 
for citizens who depend on these water resources to survive. 

The high cost of water often forces families in developing nations to drink from 
contaminated local water sources, leading to high rates of water-borne illnesses, or 
sacrifice money that would otherwise be spent on food, clothing or education.  Lack 
of clean water is an extreme impediment to improving the health, education and 
wellbeing of these individuals and children.
Source: http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/water/world-water/

clean water for a healthy world:
UN’s world water day + cornell’s water month 2010

the world water crisis

International World Water Day is held annually on March 22nd as a 
means of focusing attention on the importance of freshwater and 
advocating for the sustainable management of freshwater resources.

An international day to celebrate freshwater was recommended at 
the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 
(UNCED). The United Nations General Assembly responded by 
designating March 22, 1993 as the first World Water Day.

This year, Take Back the Tap is celebrating March as Water Month 
with the help of Cornell Global Development Club, Roots & Shoots, 
Sustainability Hub and Hasbrouck Apartments.
Source: http://www.worldwaterday2010.info/



clean water for a healthy world:
UN’s world water day + cornell’s water month 2010

Commodifying a Vital Resource in the Midst of Crisis
The vast majority of Americans have access to clean municipal water supply at the 
turn of a knob, yet ignore this incredible luxury to pay for the same thing in a bottle.  
Meanwhile, over 1.7 billion people worldwide lack access to clean drinking water.  
Through clever advertising, bottled water companies promote the misconception 
that bottled water is healthier than tap water.  However, in reality, bottled water 
causes many equity, public health, and environmental problems.  Beverage 
companies often take water from municipal or underground sources that local 
people need.  As much as 40% of bottled water comes from the tap.

A Devastating Cycle of Extraction, Production, Transportation, & Disposal
Many bottled water companies pump hundreds of thousands of gallons of water per 
day from U.S. communities for cheap, bottle the water, and then sell it for billions 
of dollars in profit.  Producing and transporting the plastic (PET or polyethylene) 
bottles require tremendous amounts of fossil fuels, adding to global climate 
change.  In America alone, over 47 million gallons of oil are consumed each year in 
the production of plastic water bottles- the equivalent of 1 billion pounds of carbon 
dioxide.  While our factories are chugging along, our pollution is traveling.  As we 
pollute the air here in America, winds blow and our emissions end up all over the 
world.  Thus, less developed countries are suffering from our emissions.  In addition, 
86% of empty plastic water bottles in the U.S. are NOT recycled and go straight 
to the trash.  Many plastic bottles are incinerated, releasing toxic byproducts 
such as chlorine gas and ash laden with heavy metals, further contributing to our 
pollution.  2 million tons of PET plastic bottles pile up in U.S. landfills each year, 
where it can take thousands of years for them to break down.  This contributes to 
the global waste crisis while more toxic chemicals seep into water supplies from 
landfills.

Money Down the Drain
Only $30 Billion is required to achieve the UN Millennium Development Goal of 
halving the proportion of people lacking sustainable access to safe drinking water 
by 2015. This may seem like a lot of money; however,  an estimated $100 billion is 
spent each year on bottled water.  

so how does bottled water 
relate to this global crisis?



The "Take Back the Tap" Campaign 
recognizes that the access to clean water 
is a fundamental human right and that 
water is vital natural resource which 
should not be commodified and sold 
for exorbitant profits. As such, we are 
committed to illuminating the fallacies 
of bottled water's superior quality 
over tap water and to highlighting the 
environmental implications associated 
with the reliance upon petroleum-
based products, the fossil fuels needed 
to transport water, the inefficiencies 
of recycling, and overall, the systemic 
problem of a cradle-to-grave mentality.

"Take Back the Tap" is also committed 
to illuminating the challenges that 
the bottled water industry poses 
for sustainability in terms of the 
environmental implications of pumping 
groundwater beyond a sustainable rate.

Moreover, we are opposed to the 
subsequent erosion in citizens' faith in 
municipal water supplies that results from 
the reliance upon bottled water. 

Therefore, we are focused on continuing 
dialogue to reconsider the sale of 
bottled water at Cornell, as a part of the 
university's commitment to sustainability 
and climate justice. In addition, we 
support the increased availability of tap 
water on campus, and ultimately, call 
for a ban in the sale of bottled water at 
Cornell University.

take back the tap



Dinner + Discussion: Global Development & the Water Crisis 
with Professor Rebecca Schneider
Monday, March 1st, 5:00pm
Isaac Kramnick Seminar Room, Carl Becker House [West Campus]
Sponsored by Cornell Global Development Club + Take Back the Tap

“Rising Waters” film screening
Wednesday, March 10th, 4:45pm-7:40pm
Warren B45
Sponsored by Roots & Shoots

“Tapped” film screening + Tap Water Challenge
Thursday, March 11th, 5:00-7:00pm
McGraw 165

Tour of Cornell Water Filtration Plant
Saturday, March 13th 1:00pm-2:00pm
Contact takebackthetap@gmail.com to RSVP and coordinate rides

“Addicted to Plastic” film screening + Tap Water Challenge
Wednesday, April 14th 7:00pm-9:00pm
Plant Science 233
Sponsored by Roots & Shoots

Earth Day Celebration
Thursday, April 22nd 10:00am-2:00pm 
Ho Plaza (Rain location: Mann Lobby)

Hasbrouck Water Movie Marathon + Tap Water Challenge
April 24th time TBA
Hasbrouck Community Center

upcoming events



how you can help at cornell
Help ensure Cornell University’s commitment to achieving carbon 
neutrality by 2050 through the “Climate Action Plan”!    

> Invest in a reusable water bottle (stainless steel or BPA-free) to save  
money and the environment.    
> Refill your reusable bottle with water from public fountains and avoid 
buying bottled water whenever possible.  
> Don’t like the taste of tap water?  Try our “Tap Water Challenge”!  
Still not convinced?  Go to http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/water/
bottled/choosing-a-water-filter/ for a great selection of home water 
filters.  
> Support increased funding for public drinking water in the U.S. to 
ensure that municipalities continue to meet safe drinking water standards 
set by the U.S. EPA.
> Take the Pledge and sign a petition to Congress at www.takebackthetap.
org.
> Spread the word about kicking the bottled water habit.  

want to learn more?
> World Water Crisis:  www.worldwaterday.org
> Water Privatization: http://www.stopcorporateabuse.org/ 
> Tap Water v. Bottled Water: www.takebackthetap.org
> U.S. EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Act: http://www.epa.gov/ogwdw000/
sdwa/index.html  
> Sustainability at Cornell: http://www.sustainablecampus.cornell.edu/ 
> Contact takebackthetap@gmail.com


